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Berlin Spends $75,000,000 For

Improvements Despite War
New Underground Railroads, Parks, Schools and Play-

grounds Being Built City Outwardly Appears as in

Peace Times Benefits of Bread Girds.

By GUSTAV CHWEPPENDICK.
Berlin. Aug. H. The city fathers of

Berlin have just passed a resolution to
issue bonds for $73.lV'"rt. the proceeds
to be spent for public improvements,
such as new underground railroads,
rarks new schools and playsrounds I

wondered hon it could be possible that
the capital of a country engaged in the
most terrible of all wars should think of

public Improvements at this time. To
answer this question no one could t

found better qualified than his excellency,
Adolf Wermuth. lord maor of Berlin

Some ears ago Kxcellenz Weimuth
was secfttarv of the Kaiser's treasury,
and today he is regarded as one of the
giants of Germany's nnancial organiza-

tion. He has facts a.id figures at nis rin-

ger's ends.
"We must go on," he d lared to me.

"The wheels of industr. eomficrc-- inl
everyday life must be kept in 1..0U011 "
This was and is the slogan of tne Benin
citv government

"Tou mun have observed that the out-

ward aspect of Berlin is still the same
as in former times. "We aie working
ahead in eveiy line and we take pride in
keeping all our undertakings, new and
old. In full swing as far as possible. I
believe I may say that we have succeed-

ed to an astonishing degiee

Contusion nt r'lrnt.
At the beginning of August, imme-

diately after the outbreak of war. things
looked quite different. It was as if the
whole business oiganization. so to speafc.
held its breath But that was merely a
momentary pause Then all at once we
got our bearing" and adapted ourselves
to th new conditions And in a s

th social organism, public and
private. v again in lull working order
In the first few da the number of un-
employed rose from ."Ofli'O to W a fact
that clearly indicans the confusion that
at first prevailed

"However, we then came to grip with'
the situation Our motto was, to act in
every way preciselv as before the war..
What we had intended to undertake was,
undertaken as if there were no war, andt
what had already heen begun was pushed
torward to completion

"Thus we hae the astonishing fact

f,

that so far from being faced with an
unemployment problem, there is actually
a scarcity of workmen. Berlin has no
longer 60.000 unemployed, as in the first
days of August, but literally only 2.000.
made up for the most part of professional
loafers or unemplojables. These figures
seem almost fantastic, but we must re-

member the great number of men called
to the colors.

"Yom CRnnot study these favorable
conditions better than at our Refuge for
the Homeless. Here, as is well known,
streams of shelterless people foregather
and receive a night's food and lodging.
In normal times the Refuge Is used by
6,C persons a day. that is. half a million
per vear. Now we have one-ten- th of that
number, that is 00 persons dally.

I remarked that there seemed to be as
much building going on In Berlin as ever,
and that In spite of the war the big- - ex
cavations In the main streets were being
carried on as energetically as ever.

Kxcellenz Wermuth said:
"That is where you see the practical

working out of our principle to keep on
working at everv thing as In time of peace
We are building two large underground
lines which are to be under municipal
cortrol One crosses the city from north
to south under the main artery of traffic,
the Frledrichstrasse. Its course is from
the suburb of Togal to Neukolin, out ex-
pending neighboring city.

"The other line runs from Moabit to
Treptow It also is of great impor-
tance, and is specially noteworthy for
the fact that it embodies a brilliant
solution of several difficult technical
problems The third great building
enterprise concerns I nler den Lln-de- n

Here, In the midst of war-tim- e,

we are carrying out the project which
was formulated jears ago.

"The tramway lines are to run un-
derground In the first place, they will
travel faster, and. in the second place,
the panorama of our beautiful street
will no longer be defaced.

"In addition to these building opera-
tions within the town, there are others
on which I do not lay so much stress,
because they lie beyond the real area
of the city ifelf The new western
harbor of Berlin is a gigantic under
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taking of this nature. It if now al
most complete.

"The greater half of the support for
this proJecCvrhich has cost 400.000,000
marks, has been completed since the
war. This harbor is intended to take
up the Immense traffic created by the
Berlin-Stetti- n Canal. This Is the ed

Great Ship Canal, which, al-
lowing' the largest ships to complete
the voyage from the Baltic to Berlin,
will make the city of Berlin, as it
were, a Baltic port.

"A not less important building Is
the great market hall in the north-
west quarter, which will be the larg-
est hall in the world, and will cost
255.000,000 marks."

The talk passed to-- the manner In
which the wounds of the war will be
healed. In the first place, there Is
the care of the families of soldiers at
the front. On this point Kxcellenz
Wermuth spoke as follows

"The outlay for this p'urpose is enor-
mous, as you may see from the fact
that we give out each month a round
sum of 6.O0O.O0O marks. The women and
children left behind do not want for
anything. They receive a legal support
from the municipal council, with extra
allowance for each child.
' "They are assisted with their rent,
and finally. most of the employers also
pay a certain sum to the wives of their
workmen. The city of Berlin, for ex-

ample, pays to the wives of its officials
and workmen 50 per cent of their hus-
band's wages. When, in addition to this,
one considers that woman's work was
never so much demand as at pres-
ent (for the requirements of our army
Provide work fjr every woman) you will
believe me when I say that no one suf-

fers any distress.
"Still further, the married men In the

field send almost all of their allowance
to their wives, as Is demonstrated by
the amounts Which the field post brings
home."

Women nt Jim's "Work.
Upon my remark that in Berlin at

present one saw manv tasks in the
hands of women which were formerly
done by men, Excellenz Wermuth re-

plied:
"The principal occupation In which

women have replaced their husbands is
that of r. There is noth-
ing unusual about this, and it has been
adopted bv the Greater Berlin trams as
wellas by the smaller council trams.
The women cannot stand the same long
hours as the men, hut they nevertheless
fulfill their duties excellently. It Is the
same with the female window cleaners.
This occupation Is distinctly feminine,
and as we have no Xew York skyscrap-
ers. It Is not particularly dangerous."

The conversation then turned to the
mot Important duty of the state in war
time, namely, the provision of food for
the people.

"The mvth that we are suffering here
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from a lack of wheat or other important
food staples. I need only perhaps trouble
to destroy, as you have. had the oppor
tunity of seeing for yourself. Our
friends the enemy will also gradually
discover that in this connection they
cannot hope to lay us low.

"Yes, sou may take my word for It,
those bread cards which have been so
much sbused and laughed at In other
countries have made all of us who have
helped to get them out exceedingly
proud. Xow that the whole thing has
been so successful, I may betray to you
the" fact that we o'urselves did not at
first believe would be possible to carry
out and carry through sucn a whole-
sale measure of restraint.

"And what a success the cards have
proved! How fully they have demon-
strated that the German people under-
stand the reason for the measure and
that such a small inconvenience was
nothing In comparison with the sacrifices
which our sons and brothers out there
at the front must take upon

The bread csrds really have
proved in the highest degree the natural
discipline of our people.

No One Murmured.
"It Is no exaggeration If I say that In

one day everything was In order, and
from then on It has worked w Ith .perfect
smoothness, to the satisfaction of all.
No one murmured, every one saw that
the best solution had been found. The
equal justice meted to rich and poor
alike strengthened the feeling of unity.
The bread cards, intended to guarantee
a sensible conservation and division of
our food supply, had also at the same
time a high educational value.

"For the widows and orphans of
those fallen in battle there Is a statu-tory pension in force which will con-
tinue to be paid by the city until the
whole question, is gone over afresh
after the war."

"The expenditure to which we shall
be committed for pensions after thewar will no doubt he enormous," Herr
Wermuth went on. "We are by no
means accustomed to deal with such
huge amounts. When you consider
that the civil war cost the United
States marks in pen-
sions, an amount sufficient to maintain
our standing army In peace time, you
will not he surprised to hear that we
expect our war pensions to run verr
high.

"But we are prepared for everything,
and shall do our utmost to heal the
material damage caused by the war.
You see how we are working in all
directions toward this end. and you
will believe that is the government's
dearest wish to settle the pension

"atistactorily.
"As for the care of the war invalids,

in order to avoid the hateful worn
'cripple.' everything possible will be
done for them We shall find for each
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occupation, according to the
nature" of his Injury, where it is not
possible to heal their wounds that no
permanent may remain. We
have special schools for the purpose,
in which such people may be edu-
cated, and afterward the city employ-
ment bureau will find work for them.
We have In this manner already suc-
ceeded In finding remunerative work
for every Invalid."

Feellnc Americans.
asked Excellenz Wermuth for his

opinion as to the popular feeling toward
America.

The said that he had
never noticed any specially universal
feeling.

"Of course. Americans are occasionally
mistaken for English, but these little
misunderstandings are soon cleared up
and are Indeed the result of the

manner In whjch these Americans
speak English. myself have most ex-

traordinarily pleasant and satisfactory
relationships, for example, with your am-
bassador, Sir. Gerard, whom greatly
esteem and honor.

"The Interchange of notes between our
countries of late, notably over the .Lusl-tan- ia

affair, has roused great variety
of opinions. But the essential fact is
unaltered that Is. that there can be no
question of conflict between the two
countries. am profoundly convinced,
that every one in Germany is determined
to avoid the slightest unpleasantness.''

HOROSCOPE.

"The stars Incline, but do not compel."

Sunday, An-n- t IS, 1U1S.
Astrology reads the stars as of happy

portent today. Uranus. Venus and the
sun are all In strongly benefic aspect.

this configuration prevails there
should be an unusual Interest In spiritual
matters. Clergymen and all who make
appeal to audiences should benefit.

It is fortunate time for romance and
friendship. Men and women have the

influences of Uranus and Venus
ola thofr natural attrartlnn fnt nnm

another.
Owing to the kindly rule of the planet

believed to quicken thought and
while gives knowledge concerning

occult subjects the ext few years are
to become period of extraordinary reve-
lation In which mystics and seers will
command attention

This should be favorable
of the stars for meetings with persons of
prominence and for association with men
and women of Influence. Visiting is sub-
ject to the most auspicious direction.

Railways should become more profitable.
beginning next month, when large move-
ments of freight and passengers are in-

dicated.
Socialists will become exceedingly ac-

tive In the next few weeks In England
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Tracey Richardson took, a Missouri
sense of humor and an expert knowledge
of machine guns and field ordnance into
the trenches with the Princess Pats.
Canadian Light Infantry, in Flanders
after Americans became so unpopular Inj
Mexico that they could not even get
jobs for one side or another.
After five months In the trenches, he
took his sense of humor and a number
of shell wounds and Joined a large part
of his regiment In an auxiliary hospital
In England.

To one of his many friends in the
United States army Tracey has recently
written his views of what Uncle Sam's
fighters need In the light of his experi
ence In the forty-mil- e line which the j

British forces have opposed to uermany s
drive on Calais. Also Tracey has sent
over a stenographic repbrt of the minis-
trations of a "gusher"
of the "upper clawses" visiting a hos- - '

pital. He calls it "A Day In the zoo."
Here it is:

"Oh, hene is a Canadian Mary, do
come here! Here is one of the Cana
dians! Oh. you dear brave chaps, to j

come all that terrible distance to fight
for your country. I suppose you love
England. Every one loves his mother
country. Aren t the nurses just too dear
for anything? Don't they look cute in

nice uniforms? You know I did
so much want to take up Red Cross work,
but I Just could not scrub the floors, and
my dear husband thought that my nerves
Just would not stand tne strain or see- -
Ing you poor. dear, brave boys suffering.
Oh. you must suffer dreadfully, and so
far from home! I know your mother j

just worries herself to death every day.

and other European countries, and there
Is a of serious troubles
arising from conditions.

A violent storm on the Atlantic will
cause great loss before another new
moon.

Mars in Gemini in with
Jupiter in Pisces is read by a London
astrologer as exceedingly ominous for the
United States as well as Portugal and
Lower Egypt. This is said to be a date
that may be because of grave
national problems.

An earthquake in Italy and Southern
France Is again foretold. The stars give
warning that this may be a planetary
rule that Is disastrous.

Political feuds are indicated in several
States, where politics will develop un-
usual conditions. United States Senators
and the judiciary will be affected.

Illness will a man of large
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Bring Soldiers
But Forget Matches

fighting

prognostication
economic

memorable

Oh, here Is my asweet girl, and she does love to heirthe poor but I dcnot like to bring her too often, as ihtis young and so I arcafraid that some soldier would fall In
iuvc. ana mar would be too bad: forof course, she vvouM hv. . .-

and it would be too bad tcthe of their
I bring ofyou know, and Mary them
Here. Mary, give this heresome Now, there are twefor you. No How
I shall not forget you n I am

next week; I shall buy 3
box of for you.

"Don't you get very 01
do you In No?know you are I know-- the ac-
cent No? It must be No!
From Oh. yes; I might hav

the accent is very
What part of India Is In!
Oh. If you won't tell I must have Mar
dear look it on the Indian map.

"Oh, yes; you must put your nam
In my album. All thegive me their names. Won't yoiwrite When you wer

you were weren'tyou; or Were you Oh. thai
amui K4a. uj you ininK tney wu
win? I often ask my wher
the war will end. He is so
and so well I must bring hire
around to see you some day.

"Mary! Come, let us ro. Th hn,.
rid man has gone to sleep. Such

the are st
crude' I don't want you to
with them!"
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